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COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

Faith Family Selected aS a FinaliSt For the 
   Salute to excellence award - 
   FriSt Foundation: team Building 

Over the summer Faith Family 

applied for the Center for Nonprofit 

Management’s Salute to Excellence 

Award - Frist Foundation: Team 

Building. 

This award “recognizes organizations that most powerfully 

demonstrate how they’ve mobilized, trained, coordinated, and 

made the most effective use of volunteers, staff, community allies 

including other agencies, or other human resources.” 

Faith Family has been selected as one of three finalists for this 

award.  The winner will be announced at the Center for Nonprofit 

Mananagment Salute to Excellence awards dinner in October. This 

event just happens to be the largest nonprofit awards dinner in the 

country and Faith Family is being honored.

Faith Family’s application was based on our program 

called Diabetes Day. Four times a year a team of 

dedicated healthcare professionals comes to Faith 

Family Medical Center to treat our working diabetic 

patients for free.  Over 100 diabetic Middle Tennessee 

residents are able to have annual screenings thanks 

to the hard work of Diabetes Day team members and 

the generosity of Melba and Bill Blevins who sponsor 

these event. 

Diabetics often need several annual exams that 

are not always provided in a primary care setting. 

Diabetes Day is a way to have all services offered on 

site for our patients so they can have the necessary 

care needed to live a healthy lifestyle. 

Services provided include a physical exam, a dental screening by 

a volunteer hygienist from Interfaith Dental Clinic, a foot exam by 

a volunteer podiatrist, an overall wellness assessment, medication 

management and disbursement by pharmacists and pharmacy 

students from Lipscomb University’s College of Pharmacy, nutritional 

counseling by a registered dietician, and an eye exam by a volunteer 

ophthalmologist. 



With 30 plus years of experience as a Registered Dietician, Beth has helped countless people 

make healthy choices and inspired them to accomplish their goals.  Faith Family is excited to 

have Beth on our team as the new Journey to Health Director.     

In talking to Beth about her choice to work for Faith Family, she expressed that it is nice to   

work in an environment where she can pray with patients if she feels they would benefit from 

talking to God about their overall health.

Beth grew up in Shelbyville and attended Middle Tennessee State University and became a Registered Dietician. She 

continued her education and received a Masters Degree in Education with an emphasis on Curriculum Development.  

In her free time, Beth enjoys kayaking and fishing, cooking, and spending time with her dog Murphy. To learn more 

about Journey to Health contact Beth at (615) 649-3040 or BAllen@faithmedical.org.                                

JOURNEY TO HEALTH HAPPENINGS

cooking in the garden

what iS Journey to health? 

meet the new Journey to health director Beth allen

grocery Store tourS

...and So                                                                                                

“Sometimes we don’t think to ask God to be a part of our health concerns, but He wants                    
to be a part of that area of our lives.”

reStorative yoga claSSeS

E-MAIL NEWSLETTER 
Sign up for our newsletter by 
emailing AHarper@faithmedical.org.

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK? 

Get updates and show your support 
by “liking” us on Facebook.

CONNECT ON LINKEDIN
Be a part of our professional 

network.     

nutrition claSSeS 
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much more!

• We are so proud of Faith Family Medical   
Center nurse Benita Sanchez for being named 
a finalist in The Tennessean’s 13th Annual 
Salute to Nurses.

• Mark your calendar for an art show at Faith 
Family Medical Center! 

     

                   

• On May 5th, Faith Family honored the great 
volunteers who give their time and make it 
possible to serve our patients. Linda Holst 
was honored during lunch for her dedication 
to the clinic.  Linda is a volunteer nurse who 
has been with the clinic since August 2006. 
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SAVE THE DATE
Faith Family Medical Center

7th Annual Breakfast  
November 4, 2015

at Woodmont Christian Church 
This year’s keynote speaker is 

Vanderbilt Head Baseball Coach
Tim Corbin                                                 

RSVP to Amy at AHarper@faithmedical.org             
by October 30th              

uninSured to underinSured:                 
 JOE’S EXPERIENCE WITH THE AFFORDABLE CARE            
  ACT AND FAITH FAMILY

newS From the center

Many of our former patients who 

now have insurance report they are 

going without healthcare due to 

the associated costs.  Based on this 

feedback, Faith Family’s Board of 

Directors voted to expand our mission 

to include working individuals who 

have insurance, but cannot afford to 

use it. (see page 2 for more detail)                                                       

“Even with insurance I could not afford primary medical 
care, so I avoided it altogether.”

Joe and his wife were relieved when they found out they could 

return to Faith Family for their primary medical care with or 

without insurance.  “Thank God for Faith Family!”

• We are so proud of Faith Family Medical   
Center nurse Benita Sanchez for being named 
a finalist in The Tennessean’s 13th Annual 
Salute to Nurses.

• Mark your calendar for an art show at Faith 
Family Medical Center! 

     

                   

• On May 5th, Faith Family honored the great 
volunteers who give their time and make it 
possible to serve our patients. Linda Holst 
was honored during lunch for her dedication 
to the clinic.  Linda is a volunteer nurse who 
has been with the clinic since August 2006. 

“Benita works diligently to serve the 
needs of our patients and consistently 
rises to the occasion to provide whole 
person care,” Medical Director Dr. Parker 
Panovec said.

This two day event wiill feature artwork by  
former Faith Family patient Young B. Woo.  
Mrs. Woo studied and painted in New York. 
The collection includes 70 paintings that will 
be available for sale with proceeds benefitting 
Faith Family. This event was organized by 
Karen Pang, a former Faith Family Board 
Member and the daughter of Mrs. Woo. This 
event is also a celebration of Mrs. Woo’s 80th 
birthday. 

Saturday, October 24, 3-5pm
Sunday, October 25, 2-5pm

Here is one patient’s story: 

“Following the law, my wife and I applied for medical insurance 

through the Affordable Care Act and were accepted shortly before 

my scheduled surgery,” Turley said. “I could not continue with my 

scheduled surgery in May because I was officially enrolled in Blue 

Cross Blue Shield. Under my new insurance plan, I was required to 

start all over with a new series of doctors and tests.” 

The surgery was delayed until November and has caused 

substantial medical debt. Joe says he is paying the medical debt 

little by little each month, but cannot afford ongoing treatment. 

The insurance premiums were more than $250 per month, which 

did not include co-pays or deductibles.

Joe Turley is a musician/entertainer who became a Faith 

Family patient ten years ago. After examinations last year by 

Dr. Henderson, Dr. Panovec and Dr. Gowda, Joe was sent for an 

MRI. Results from the MRI showed a cyst that required surgery. 

Joe was scheduled for surgery in mid-May at Nashville Medical 

Center at Meharry.  



DEAR FRIENDS,

Gratefully,

Laura Hobson

President

Parker Panovec, MD

Medical Director

The ever-changing health care environment continues to 

be a challenge for individuals, health care providers and 

administrators, and nonprofits like Faith Family Medical 

Center. Implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

has without question provided much-needed catastrophic 

insurance for thousands of people across the country, yet we 

are finding this has created a new “gap” in primary medical 

care.  This “gap” is composed of low-income, working people 

who now have health insurance, yet cannot afford to pay their 

premiums, deductibles, or co-pays for their primary medical 

care.  Such is the case with many of our former patients.

Because Faith Family’s mission was limited to serving only the working uninsured, 

all of our patients who received coverage through the ACA were no longer eligible 

to be Faith Family patients.  Our Board of Directors and Leadership Team worked 

with Hiller & Servaites Consultants to evaluate our current status.  Over the course 

of several months, a random sampling of patients, employees, network providers, 

donors, and friends were interviewed and surveyed.  An overwhelming response 

to our individual meetings and surveys was that Faith Family should include the 

“underinsured,” as well as the uninsured, as part of its patient population.  

At its July meeting, Faith Family’s Board of Directors unanimously voted to expand 

our mission by also serving those working individuals who now have insurance, yet 

are still low-income and constantly struggle to make ends meet.  We continue to 

care for patients with no health coverage.  Our office will not file insurance claims, 

yet we know there are few places where such quality medical care is provided at 

such an affordable price.

Thank you for your continuing interest and support of Faith Family Medical Center.  

We are blessed to be part of an organization that always puts the needs of its 

patients first by faithfully providing physical, emotional, and spiritual care.  To 

paraphrase the story of the Good Samaritan, we at Faith Family will always “love 

our neighbors as ourselves.” 

FAITH FAMILY MISSION
We seek to follow the commitment 

of people of faith to provide hope 

and medical care for the working 

uninsured and other underserved 

by meeting their physical, emotional               

and spiritual needs.
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We encourage you to consider making a lasting impact for our patients through 
a planned gift or bequest. For more information on how to include Faith Family 
Medical Center in your estate planning, please contact Susan Hammer, Director 

of Development, Faith Family Medical Center at (615) 649-3032.

Planned giving: Faith Family medical center legacy Society 

Laura Hobson                     
President 

Dr. Parker Panovec
Medical Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robert Alford, M.D., Chairman

Rev. William Buchanan

John Crawford

Zach Evans

Chris Frost, M.D.

David W. Gaw, M.D.

Kathy Gibson

Claire Cowart Haltom

Raleigh Harwell

Thomas Henderson, M.D.

Rodney Holliman

Nancy Holyfield

Randy Howard, M.D.

Louis Joseph

Frank Kyle

Pam Lasley

Charles N. Martin, Jr.

Sue Minch

Harrison Shull, Jr., M.D.

Marcia Sloan

Rev. Clay Stauffer

Pam Wylly



EVENTS

anything goeS Party at 
rick hart’S houSe waS a huge SucceSS!

Faith Family 2015 BreakFaSt inFormation
On November 4th, Faith Family will host its 7th Annual Breakfast 

at Woodmont Christian Church.  Honorees include Mr. Rick Hart, 

Dr. Jim Daniell, and Tennessee Orthopaedic Alliance. The keynote 

speaker for the 2015 Breakfast is Vanderbilt Head Baseball Coach 

Tim Corbin. 

Funds raised from the Breakfast support Faith Family’s mission 

to provide medical care to the uninsured and other underserved. 

Sponsorships are still available. Contact Susan Hammer for more 

information at (615) 649-3032 or SHammer@faithmedical.org. 

2015 Chairs Karly Hart with husband Clay, Rick 
Hart, and Whitney Schickling with husband Chris

2014 Chairs Sallie and Bill Norton with    
2015 Chairs Jennifer and Frank Kyle

On Saturday, April 25th, Rick Hart opened the front door of his  

Belle Meade home and welcomed 250 partygoers to a one of a 

kind party benefitting Faith Family.  The theme “Anything Goes” 

applied to everything from table decorations to attire. Table hosts 

and their invited guests were instructed to pick a theme, decorate 

their table, and then dress the part. Prizes were awarded to the top 

tables.  This inaugural event raised $70,000 and  completely sold 

out! Thank you to our wonderful Chairs Rick Hart, Karly Hart, and 

Whitney Schickling and the great committee they assembled.            
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ANYTHING GOES                      
2016                           

SATURDAY                       
APRIL 30th
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mother and daughter 
volunteer

volunteer aPPreciation 
day

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

For Mark Kerske, involvement in the Faith Family Educational and 

Community Garden can be attributed to his mother. Mark’s mother 

required a feeding tube during cancer treatment and the formula 

provided by the dietician contained high fructose corn syrup instead 

of nutritious fruits and vegetables.  Mark chose to give his mother 

nutritious foods and saw remarkable improvement. 

Building on the experience with his mom, Mark knew nutrition 

was crucial to health. Mark liked the fact that Faith Family was 

incorporating nutrition into the wellness program and agreed with 

Faith Family that a community garden would lead to better nutrition 

and health. 

Mark’s son Matt has been involved in the Faith Family Educational and Community Garden from the beginning 

and continues to support Faith Family. Matt has signed on to help coordinate planting once a quarter. To date, 

over 40 varieties of herbs and vegetables have been planted. With Matt’s help, the garden is rotated through 

three plantings per year: Spring/Summer/Fall. 

Faith Family appreciates the help and support Gardens of Babylon provides for our garden! Gardens of Babylon 

is located at 900 Rosa L. Parks Blvd., Nashville, TN 37208, and provides everything you need to keep your lawn 

and garden looking great year round. 

Mother and daughter duo Katy B and Kim 
Holbrook volunteer their time and talent as nurses 

at Faith Family Medical Center. 

On May 5th, Faith Family celebrated our great volunteers 
with a Cinco de Mayo themed lunch. Thank you                                    
San Antonio Taco Company for providing lunch! 

gardenS oF BaBylon

“Food is medicine and at Gardens of Babylon we believe it!” 

Matt Kerske and Mark Kerske

Do you give through United Way or Community Health Charities?                                                                                                               
Designate your gift to Faith Family by using code #3460 when you make your United Way                                                                                                                                         

donation and by using code #52618 when you make your CHC donation.

Contact Ann Johnston at (615) 649-3048 or AJohnston@faithmedical.org
Please help us reduce operating costs by donating band aids, office supplies, and paper products.              

Contact Sheree Keith at (615) 341-0808 or SKeith@faithmedical.org to arrange your donation.
WISH LIST:
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:

united way and community health charitieS


